
 

 
New Frontiers of Conflict Research 
Frequently Asked Questions  
 

This document compiles questions posed by potential applicants since the call launched on 

11 June 2026. 

We have categorised the questions into five sections, covering:  

1. General questions  

2. Eligibility 

3. Desired outputs  

4. Contracting 

5. Funding 

For further information, email rcc@3ieimpact.org with ‘New Frontiers of Conflict Research’ in 
the subject line. 

 

 

mailto:rcc@3ieimpact.org
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1. General  
Question Answer 

Can an organisation submit multiple concept notes to 
the New Frontiers of Conflict Research (either to 
both themes or two concept notes for the same 
theme)? 

Updated guidance: we request that organisations submit up to two applications (a maximum of 
one application per theme).  

Can a Principal Investigator (PI) be listed on multiple 
applications if the applications are submitted by 
different lead organisations? 

Yes, this is permitted. 

Can an organisation leading on two applications 
across different themes also be a consortium partner 
on other applications? 

Yes, this is permitted. 

Can the call include researchers based abroad? Yes, this is permitted. 

What role can independent researchers have? Researchers not affiliated with any organisation cannot lead an application, but they can be 
partners or researchers (including PIs) on an application submitted by an eligible organisation. 
The lead organisation can employ them as consultants. 

Could you please advise how the call defines the 
"Horn of Africa" for eligibility purposes? 

The call is not applying a strict or narrow geopolitical boundary. Instead, it allows flexibility in 
which countries or regions are included. You can propose projects involving any of the core Horn 
countries, as well as adjacent or regionally linked countries. Cross-border or regional initiatives 
are generally acceptable. If your work is relevant to the wider Horn region and its dynamics, it will 
likely be considered eligible. 

Under the theme "States, Societies and Citizens 
Under Stress", we would appreciate clarification on 
the term "states" as used in this context.  
 
Does it refer to sovereign countries/republics, or 
does it also encompass sub-national administrative 
units (e.g., states, provinces, regions or counties) 
within a country? 

While we would generally be thinking of sovereign countries/republics, we would also be 
interested in research focused on sub-national administrative units, so long as the research 
findings have the potential to be of broader interest. 
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Question Answer 

Under research theme two, is the research question 
“[i]n what ways are external interventions in conflict 
and peacebuilding changing in practice?” focused 
specifically on interventions which are intended to 
support conflict management and peacebuilding, or 
does it include external interventions which are 
intended to exacerbate conflict (e.g. support for non-
state armed groups, disinformation)? 

Research theme two considers the full range of external interventions, including peacebuilding, 
conflict management, support for non-state armed groups, disinformation, or others. 

How geographically specific should the proposal be? We hope you will specify the area(s) you are investigating in your proposal.  

Is there an offline version of the application form 
available? 

You can download a PDF version of the application form from 
the SmartSimple system, by clicking on the blue “Application 
Summary” button. 
 

 

2. Eligibility 
 

Question Answer 

Is a UK university an eligible organisation for this 
call?   

Yes. 

Must the lead organisation be registered in the UK? No, the lead organisation does not need to be registered in the UK. Organisations based outside 
the UK are eligible to act as the lead applicant, provided they are legally registered in their country 
and able to sign the Accountable Grant Agreement (AGA) and able to pass the due diligence 
checks prior to contract signature. This typically means the lead organisation must demonstrate 
the necessary capacity, capability and governance arrangements to deliver the project effectively. 
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3. Desired Outputs 
Question Answer 

Is it possible for you to share with us information 
about the expected scope of the eventual research 
(e.g. word count), and about the expectations 
regarding the working papers (how many are 
expected, their expected scope, and whether they 
should derive from the main research paper or be 
stand-alone deliverables)? 

Overall research scope: 
We do not set a predefined length (e.g. word count) for the main research output. Applicants are 
encouraged to propose a scope appropriate to their research questions and methodology, 
ensuring that the findings can be presented clearly and in sufficient detail. 
 

Working papers: 
We expect at least one working paper per project. Beyond this, there is no fixed number 
requirement. Applicants are welcome to propose multiple working papers or other output types 
(e.g. policy briefs) if this better reflects the structure or phases of their research. 
 

Nature and format of working papers: 
Working papers can be either: 

• derived from the main research project (e.g. thematic/ or methodological subsets of a 
larger study), or 

• designed as stand-alone outputs, where appropriate. 
 

Applicants should be propositional and pragmatic in defining both the scale of the research and 
the number and format of outputs, ensuring that these choices are well aligned with the project’s 
objectives, feasibility and available resources. The RCC project team and FCDO may make more 
concrete recommendations if the project progresses to the next stage of the competition. 
 

In addition, we will require: 

• standard project outputs, such as: 
o project initiation, progress and completion reports 
o research uptake/stakeholder engagement plans, research uptake case studies 

• compliance documentation: 
o Risk Registers 
o Delivery Chain Risk Maps 
o Financial Utilisation Statements 

 

All standard project requirements will be discussed, explained and templates shared in advance 
of award 

  



New Frontiers of Conflict Call – June 2026               5 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Question Answer 

Is there a set format or style for the working papers? Outputs will be published on the Global Research and Technology Development (GRTD) website. 
Detailed guidance will be shared at a later stage of this competition. 

Is there is interest in seeing policy recommendations 
included in the proposed research? 

Yes, we encourage applicants to plan for more policy-focused outputs (e.g., policy briefs).  
 

 

4. Contracting 
Question Answer 

Could you please share a draft copy of the contract 
or grant conditions, if available? 

A draft contract can be viewed here: https://www.3ieimpact.org/sites/default/files/2025-
04/RCC_Accountable_Grant_Agreement_Template_2025.docx  

Will the grant applicant own the Arising IP? The grant recipient (Partner) retains ownership of intellectual property generated during the 
project. Please see the terms of the AGA for details (clause 70). 

Will the grant applicant have full publication rights? The Accountable Grant Agreement includes transparency, communication and branding 
obligations, and requires compliance with reporting and dissemination requirements.  

 

Typically:  

• the Partner is expected to publish and disseminate findings. 

• publication is not completely unrestricted:  
o must follow funder acknowledgement/branding rules,  
o may be subject to review or coordination with RCC/FCDO before release 

(especially for sensitive material), 
o must comply with confidentiality provisions, 
o outputs published on the GRTD website. 

 

Furthermore, for such publications, the research output must be made available in accordance 
with the FCDO Open Access Policy (December 2025). As a programme within the scope of this 
policy, publications must be freely accessible to all users without financial, legal or technical 
barriers, and be provided under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence, which 
permits use, distribution and adaptation of the material in any medium, provided appropriate credit 
is given to the original authors and source. The outputs must be made available through an 
approved Open Access route and deposited in a recognised repository in line with FCDO 
requirements, including compliance with any required timelines for Open Access publication. 

https://www.grtd.fcdo.gov.uk/
https://www.3ieimpact.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/RCC_Accountable_Grant_Agreement_Template_2025.docx
https://www.3ieimpact.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/RCC_Accountable_Grant_Agreement_Template_2025.docx
https://www.3ieimpact.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/RCC_Accountable_Grant_Agreement_Template_2025.docx
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What are the applicable liability provisions, including 
whether liability is capped or uncapped (exclusion of 
indirect losses)? 

The RCC Accountable Grant Agreement template does not include a standalone liability clause. It 
does not specify any express cap on liability, nor does it include provisions excluding indirect or 
consequential losses. 
 
Instead, consistent with FCDO accountable grant practice, liability is addressed implicitly through 
the structure of the agreement. The Partner is fully responsible for delivery, compliance and use 
of funds, including where Downstream Partners are engaged.  
 
The GRTD RCC (through 3ie as fund manager) expressly disclaims responsibility for the Partner’s 
activities and is not liable for costs incurred by the Partner or its delivery chain.  
 
This reflects the standard FCDO approach for accountable grants, where: 

• liability is generally not contractually capped, 

• there is no express exclusion of indirect or consequential loss, and 

• risk is managed through full downstream accountability of the Partner and rights of 
recovery for the funder, rather than through a negotiated limitation of liability framework. 

 
Accordingly, liability under this template is effectively uncapped and not expressly limited, with the 
Partner bearing the primary risk for delivery and compliance. 

What licence, if any, will the grant applicant be 
required to grant to the funder in respect of the 
Arising IP or other project outputs? 

As part of the Accountable Grant Agreement, the applicant must grant the funder a broad, royalty-
free, non-exclusive licence to use and disseminate Arising IP and outputs. Please see the terms 
of the AGA for details (clause 70). 

Are there any restrictions on use, dissemination, 
commercialisation or further collaboration? 

There are several important constraints: 
 
1. Use of funds/outputs: 

• Funds must only be used for the approved project purposes.  

• Outputs must align with the programme objectives and reporting requirements. 
 

2. Dissemination is subject to:  

• branding/visibility requirements (GRTD RCC/FCDO visibility),  

• confidentiality provisions, and 

• potential pre-publication coordination. 

  

https://www.3ieimpact.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/RCC_Accountable_Grant_Agreement_Template_2025.docx
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Question Answer 

  
3. Commercialisation is not strictly prohibited, but:  

• Funders retain broad use rights (via licence), which may limit exclusivity. 

• Commercial use must not conflict with:  
o grant purpose, 
o public benefit objectives, or 
o funder rights. 

 
4. The Partner can work with downstream partners, but:  

• remains fully responsible for them, 

• all clauses flow down the funding chain to all downstream partners,  

• the lead partner is responsible for ensuring compliance, and 

• procurement and partnership arrangements are regulated. 
 

5. Political/advocacy restrictions 

• Grant funds cannot be used for political campaigning or lobbying (with limited exceptions 
for research dissemination). 

Will the contract be negotiable? The contract is not materially negotiable. While there may be very limited scope for clarification, 
the terms are fixed and will apply as issued. 

 

5. Funding 

Question Answer 

What can be funded through this call? Detailed guidance on finance and budgets will be shared with shortlisted applicants; however, you 
may review eligible costs here: Accountable Grant Arrangement: budget template and guidance - 
GOV.UK.  

Do the salaries of researchers who already have a 
permanent position and/or overhead need to be 
included? 

This doesn't need to be highlighted at the concept note stage; we only ask for the budget band 
you are applying for. At the full proposal stage, we will ask for a more comprehensive budget that 
includes indicative staff rates and indirect costs.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfid-accountable-grant-arrangement-budget-template-and-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfid-accountable-grant-arrangement-budget-template-and-guidance

