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Fellowship title

Critical Minerals & Supply Chains

Host team

National Security Research Group (NSRG)

Summary

This Senior Research Fellow (SRF) will support the FCDO’s National and Economic Security
Directorate (NESD), Growth Directorate, and Research and Analysis Directorate (RAD) deliver on UK
policy priorities (as outlined in the Integrated Review, various national strategies and the
International Technology Strategy); on issues relating to technology supply chains and critical
minerals.

Topic

This role will focus on the geopolitical implications of critical minerals and natural resources critical
to the functioning of modern society, technology, and future technologies (e.g. "green" and battery
technologies required for the energy transition) that will be dependent upon secure and resilient
critical mineral supply chains. This role holder will also have an understanding of the geopolitical
implications of the supply chains relating to these technologies.

Fellowship structure

Fellowship duration: 2 years
Working pattern: 0.4 FTE (~2 days per week)
Fellow will remain an employee of their academic institution throughout the placement with FCDO.

Work arrangements

Security Clearance: All successful applicants will be required to complete Developed Vetting (DV)
level clearance. Processing time for this is usually 4-8 months. If unsuccessful, the fellowship offer
will be withdrawn. Information about clearance levels can be found here.

Location requirement and hybrid working: Applicants may work at either King Charles Street (KCS),
London, or Abercrombie House (East Kilbride), at the applicant’s employing institution, or at home.
Applicants should be able and willing to travel to an FCDO office at least once per month or more
frequently.

Fellowship Opportunity Description

IThis SRF will support the FCDO’s Growth Directorate and NESD deliver on UK policy priorities
(as outlined in the Integrated Review, the government’s Vision 2035: Critical Minerals Strategy).
This includes the provision of novel research on critical minerals into multilateral and
geopolitical policy related to the above strategies, as well as offering deep expert advice
relevant to the wider work of the FCDO. The SRF will strengthen further the expert, evidence
synthesis and advice offer via the National Security Research Group and provide critical
minerals expertise within the wider office.

The SRF will also provide a steering function to the critical minerals research of the FCDO-
funded Climate-Compatible Growth research programme, drawing upon their own expertise
and their understanding of evidence needs across the FCDO.

In addition to the strategies mentioned above, this role aligns with FCDO priorities protecting
UK security, supporting growth and resilience, and accelerating the global clean energy
transition.

Person specification - essential

1. You should be an academic with deep specialist expertise, providing deep expertise, long
term strategic guidance, rapid insight, independent challenge and thought leadership to
FCDO to guide policy and facilitate links into the global research community.
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This SRF will have an understanding of the geopolitical implications of minerals and metals
/ natural resources critical to the functioning of modern information computing
technologies and green/battery technologies required for the energy transition — hereafter
referred to as “Critical Minerals”.

Have a functioning knowledge of the UK’s approach to these minerals, and our current and
likely future position within the global market. They will have a detailed knowledge of the
policies and approaches of the UK’s state counterparts in this fields. This would also include
an understanding of the international and multinational efforts and fora evolving in this
domain.

You should have deep specialist expertise in a specific area within this, but be able to apply
your expertise across a range of issues in related areas, including:

a. The environmental, social and governance (ESG) risks and challenges associated
with the mining of critical minerals and mineral markets, how these are currently
managed and approached by governments and industry, and policy options to
manage the challenges and harness the benefits of sound ESG standards.

b. The geopolitical drivers, trends, risks and opportunities of contemporary and
forthcoming supply chain structures for next generations of clean energy
technologies/battery technologies (both consumer grade, and cutting-edge
research), information computing technologies (ICTs) and defense technologies. Will
be able to help demonstrate the differences and similarities between these supply
chains, the relative importance of each, and an appreciation of the international
dynamics surrounding each.

Strong track record in crafting and communicating succinct policy relevant advice based on
rigorous reviews of evidence.

Strong communicator, adept at drawing on evidence to provide strategic advice at a
leadership level to guide policy directions, combined with an ability to convey technical
information accurately and clearly to non-technical audiences.

Desire to work as part of a cross-cutting team, engaging with other parts of FCDO as well as
external partners.

Person specification - desirable

1.
both the global north and/or south — the greater the geographic experience the better, but not
essential.

2.
policy advisory bodies.
3.

The SRF will have expertise on the policy options of governments in producer countries in

Experience of engagement with Government, national and/or international research and/or

Experience in working with industry.
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